








FRIENDS TRENDS 5 
The Shadow 
continued fi··om page 4 

Recently, Rebecca Velez's afghan sales hit over 
$500.00, on only her 2nd day in the store! Patricia 
Cox has had to place another big order to keep up 
with the demand. The replica LA movie posters 
are another hot item this year. The store misses the 
friendly smile of Dotty Maggiore, who returned to 
the workforce, and the panache of Arlene 
Manguno whenever she leaves to do her bit of 
traveling or babysitting for her great-grandchildren. 
With Sorting moving just down the hall from the 
store at EBR, the shelves should be fully stocked at 
all times, without that certain redhead, Robert, 
Tim and Ailleen loading boxes in and out of car 
trunks. Speaking of the redhead, she should be 
happy as a clam in her new digs, as her store 
merchandise was always spilling out into the hall at 
old Sorting. 

Sorting news also abounds. The Tujagues, Maria 
and Rodney, have a permanent job carting away 
thousands of pounds of recyclable materials. 
Thanks, Guys! Jan DeVidts, Diane Schleifstein 
and Cheryl Ledet (in Joan Demers' absence) have 
taken over the lion's share of packing, with fill-ins 
from Rebecca Velez. Amazon customers give 
them A+ on the fine job they do. Ann Buchel 
continues to alphabetize by author (practically by 
herself) all of the choice fiction to provide Meade 
Phelps with books for his select tables. Ouida 
Prieur, Maureen Howat, Mary Ann Landry, 
Ailleen Janney and Sally Hoffschwelle delight in 
"enabling" yours truly's addiction to Robyn Carr, 
Debbie Macomber, and earlier, Diana Gabaldon 
and Jan Karon. The Shadow then passes the books 
on like candy to others with the same lowbrow 
tastes (notably, Mary Anna Lightner, who can 
always be counted on to love most anything The 
Shadow shares.) 

The Big Move followed Murphy's Law all the way 
through! If Prez Chris hadn't a shaved head, he 
would have pulled all of his hair out by now; 

however, he admirably fielded every curved ball that 
was thrown to him. He, and Robert & Anna 
Campos planned layouts and put up shelving while 
Judy Z., the redhead, Jan D., Sue H., Cheryl L, 
and yours truly Goo-Gone' d sticky stuff off of 
same. (Anna Goo'd her share also!) We all 
remarked that we can't wait for Mary Ann Landry 
to start vacuuming our beautiful carpet! But-she'll 
have to start wearing her keys on a chain around her 
neck so that she doesn't lose them, prompting 
another building-wide scavenger hunt for them. 
Moving day was something else! Chris hauled in 
the first book donation at 10:05 AM, even before the 
first box had been unpacked! Anna Campos and 
Jan DeVidts facilitated the set-up of Amazon with 
their inventory and packing lists, and suggestions as 
to how it would all work out if everyone followed 
"the rules". Good luck with that! Everyone had 
their own ideas about organizing. Many hands 
helped unpack, but there is still a lot of work to be 
done before things settle in and run more smoothly. 
As of this writing, Patricia Cox was searching for 
money given to "someone" for her from Chris Smith 
of the library, and Amazon people are still searching 
for two missing laptops. If anyone knows the 
whereabouts of said items, please... As it stands, 
Sorting looks forward to many profitable years in 
the luxurious surroundings, --once the bugs are all 
worked out. We Friends sincerely thank the 
administration and staff at EBR for giving us such a 
lovely new home, and for welcoming us so heartily! 

Until next time! 

Your Friendly Shadow 

If you are reading a print copy of this 
newsletter and would like to receive it 
online, send an e-mail to 
friendsjpl@yahoo.com. In the subject 
line, write 'Subscribe Newsletter.' 

We find good homes for used books. 
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Focus 
continued from page 2 

This must be where Maria learned to make the 
yummy treats she brings to share at the sorting 
center! 

In 1996, she was working for People's 
Bank when it was bought and her entire department 
was laid off. At that point, she began babysitting 
for her grandchildren, who now number four: 
Madeleine, 15, Nicholas, 12, Zachary, 12, and 
Dylan, 8. 

Maria says she always came to our book 
sales, as she loves to read. After Katrina, however, 
she got cabin fever as she sat in the apartment in 
River Ridge, so she decided to come and volunteer. 
She quickly found that she enjoyed using the 
scanner to check books for possible sale at our 
online store. Maria can work her way around a 
room of sorted books very quickly. Occasionally 
her grandchildren come to help her. She and 
Rodney, who works for Republic Allied Waste, 
also pick up all the discarded paperback books and 
cardboard and take it to be recycled. Since early 
summer, they have recycled 3760 pounds of paper 
and cardboard. 

Maria says the things she enjoys most about 
volunteering with the Friends is the comaraderie 
and the easy access to lots of books. She reads 
mostly horror and mystery books, and names 
Debbie Macomber and Fern Michaels among her 
most favorite authors. When not at the sorting 
center, Maria enjoys crocheting, cross stitch, 
reading, and baking. She and Rodney also love to 
try restaurants, so if you want a recommendation in 
River Ridge or Harahan, Maria is your go-to 
person. 

Whenever we hear the scanner say "Oh 
Yeah!" we know Maria is on the job. We are happy 
to call Maria a Friend, and hope she is willing to 
remain a scanner for life. 

News Notes 
Recent happenings and coming 

events for Friends of J PL 

September General Meeting: Treasurer Peg Phelps 
announced that in the fiscal year June 1, 2010 - May 31, 
201 I our total income was $219,178.67 and our total 
expenses were $209,270.93 ofwhich $119,038.56 was 
given to the library. The Book Sales profit was 
$70,037.94, Amazon Sales profit was $31,654.21 and 
Store profit was $29,728.80. The General Meeting 
speaker was Grady Lloyd, former Grand Isle Tarpon 
Rodeo Weighmaster. 

October Book Sale: Judy Zawislak, Book Sale Chair, 
gave the following report: "We sold about 900 boxes at 
the sale; 527 boxes were left over and went to GIGGIL; 
about 89 books were sold in the Rare and Collectible 
area (this includes 33 Amazon books); [and] the 
approximate gross was $50,500.00. This time we had a 
record number of volunteers help us--104 .... Thanks ... for 
all the help our volunteers gave over a 5-day period." 

Afghans: As of December 12th, 885 New Orleans 
afghans have been sold. 

Holiday Party at JPL: On December 7, the Friends 
hosted a holiday party for the library staff. Director Lon 
Dickerson presented a slide show on accomplishments 
and future plans for the library system. 

Sorting news: Peg Phelps, Sorting Center Manager, 
announced that, beginning in January, another sorting 
day will be added (Mondays). The sorting center is 
extremely full of donated books right now, as some were 
in place before the move and an extremely large 
donation arrived the day of the holiday party. 

Books to the ceiling, 

Books to the sky, 
My pile of books is a mile high. 

How I love them! How I need them! 

I'll have a long beard by the time 

I read them. 

--Arnold Lobel 

Tf"e find good homes for used books. 




