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Focus

continued from page 2
This must be where Maria learned to make the

yummy treats she brings to share at the sorting
center!

In 1996, she was working for People’s
Bank when it was bought and her entire department
was laid off. At that point, she began babysitting
for her grandchildren, who now number four:
Madeleine, 15, Nicholas, 12, Zachary, 12, and
Dylan, 8.

Maria says she always came to our book
sales, as she loves to read. After Katrina, however,
she got cabin fever as she sat in the apartment in
River Ridge, so she decided to come and volunteer.
She quickly found that she enjoyed using the
scanner to check books for possible sale at our
online store. Maria can work her way around a
room of sorted books very quickly. Occasionally
her grandchildren come to help her. She and
Rodney, who works for Republic Allied Waste,
also pick up all the discarded paperback books and
cardboard and take it to be recycled. Since early
summer, they have recycled 3760 pounds of paper
and cardboard.

Maria says the things she enjoys most about
volunteering with the Friends is the comaraderie
and the easy access to lots of books. She reads
mostly horror and mystery books, and names
Debbie Macomber and Fern Michaels among her
most favorite authors. When not at the sorting
center, Maria enjoys crocheting, cross stitch,
reading, and baking. She and Rodney also love to
try restaurants, so if you want a recommendation in
River Ridge or Harahan, Maria is your go-to
person.

Whenever we hear the scanner say “Oh
Yeah!” we know Maria is on the job. We are happy
to call Maria a Friend, and hope she is willing to
remain a scanner for life.

News Notes
Recent happenings and coming
events for Friends of JPL

September General Meeting: Treasurer Peg Phelps
announced that in the fiscal year June 1, 2010 —May 31,
2011 our total income was $219,178.67 and our total
expenses were $209,270.93 of which $119,038.56 was
given to the library. The Book Sales profit was
$70,037.94, Amazon Sales profit was $31,654.21 and
Store profit was $29,728.80. The General Meeting
speaker was Grady Lloyd, former Grand Isle Tarpon
Rodeo Weighmaster.

October Book Sale: Judy Zawislak, Book Sale Chair,
gave the following report: "We sold about 900 boxes at
the sale; 527 boxes were left over and went to GIGGIL,;
about 89 books were sold in the Rare and Collectible
area (this includes 33 Amazon books); [and] the
approximate gross was $50,500.00. This time we had a
record number of volunteers help us--104....Thanks...for
all the help our volunteers gave over a 5-day period."

Afghans: As of December 12th, 885 New Orleans
afghans have been sold.

Holiday Party at JPL: On December 7, the Friends
hosted a holiday party for the library staff. Director Lon
Dickerson presented a slide show on accomplishments
and future plans for the library system.

Sorting news: Peg Phelps, Sorting Center Manager,
announced that, beginning in January, another sorting
day will be added (Mondays). The sorting center is
extremely full of donated books right now, as some were
in place before the move and an extremely large
donation arrived the day of the holiday party.

Books to the ceiling,
Books to the sky,
My pile of books is a mile high.
How I love them! How I need them!
I'll have a long beard by the time

I read them.

--Arnold Lobel

We find good homes for used books.






